
History of tHe 
New LaNark woodLaNds
on the hillside above New Lanark world Heritage site, 
woodland paths crisscross large areas of mature woodland 
and offer visitors tantalising views of the village below. these 
were originally planted and laid out in the early 19th century 
by robert owen, the enlightened owner and manager of 
the New Lanark Mills, for the benefit of his community of 
millworkers.  owen believed in the importance of  pure fresh 
air and argued that a pleasant environment was essential for 
happy, healthy communities. 

An account of New Lanark published in 1819 states 
that the village: 
‘… is surrounded by a belt of planting, and a spacious walk for 
the recreation of the work-people. This promenade, and others 
formed for that purpose, to which they have access, commanding 
in every direction, diversified views of a beautiful country, may 
comprise an extent of probably not less than two miles; and 
in consequence of the limited hours of labour which prevail 
at this manufactory, they are thus enabled to partake of that 
exercise in the open air, which the nature of their employment 
renders absolutely necessary for a moderate degree of health and 
happiness.’

in this print of an engraving by John Clark from 1825, these 
woodland footpaths, or “promenades” can be clearly seen. 

Now, nearly 200 years later, there is a requirement to manage 
the process of change of the woodlands and paths as some 
of the ancient trees reach maturity and approach the end of 
their natural lives and the paths are walked by the thousands 

of visitors to the site each year. 

New LaNark 
woodLaNds today
 
the New Lanark woodlands contain a range of native trees 
including ash, oak, elm, goat willow, rowan and hazel, and are home 
to a rich variety of flora and fauna. they also form a part of the 
Clyde Valley forest Habitat Network and play an important role in 
linking the falls of Clyde and the Cartland Crags sites of special 
scientific interest. these woodlands, together with Cleghorn Glen, 
Nethan Gorge, Mauldslie woods and Hamilton High Parks, form a 
part of the greater Clyde Valley woodlands National Nature reserve. 

in addition to their ecological value, the woodlands have a 
historical significance as an early example of a designed landscape 
and, together with Corehouse, Bonnington and Braxfield estates 
and Castlebank Park, form a part of the falls of Clyde designed 
Landscape. they are also an important recreation resource for local 
people and visitors and provide a glorious ever-changing backdrop 
to the village. 

in this aerial view of New Lanark, the woodland footpaths recorded 
in John Clark’s 1825 engraving can still be clearly seen. the 
woodlands themselves have matured, but the footpaths and the 
“diversified views of a beautiful country” can still be enjoyed today. 

Managing the New Lanark woodlands in order to conserve and 
enhance the designed landscape is an important part of the work 
of New Lanark trust.  in 2012, the trust was awarded funding 
to support the management of around 14 hectares of woodlands, 
improve the bio-diversity through the planting of 250 native trees, 
upgrade the network of paths and viewpoints and raise public 
awareness and appreciation of the historic significance of the 
landscape.  the work being undertaken supports the vision and 
aims of the Clyde and avon Valley Landscape Partnership project.

new 
lanark
woodlands

Supported by



Old Burial
 Ground

War 
Memorial 
Garden Car Park

Hotel

Visitor
Centre

To Lanark

Bankhead

Clearburn

Scottish
Wildlife Trust
Visitor Centre

New Lanark
Primary School

Youth 
Hostel

River Clyde

Key

Village Building

Footpath

Road

School P
ath

The original native New Lanark woodland would probably have consisted mostly of ash, elm and oak trees. However much of the mature woodland that was 
planted by Owen in the early 19th century is dominated by mature beech and Scots pine as well as the lime trees that line the School Path. 
In addition to this mature woodland are:

• Individual trees of other species including oak, ash, sycamore, goat willow and birch
• Semi-mature woodland, including Scots pine, larch and Norway Spruce
• Young woodland including beech and Scots pine
•  Shrubs including elder, hawthorn, elm and hazel

•  Ash is the 4th most common tree species in the UK.
•  Spring buds are black and look like a Bishop’s Mitre.
•  Ash wood is strong and flexible and can be used for 
 furniture and sports equipment.

•  Beech trees can grow up to 30 or 40 metres high and have 
 massive trunks.
•  Spring buds are long and pointed and a copper colour.
•  Beech trees produce pairs of nuts which can be food for mice, squirrels and deer.

•  Birch trees are a pioneer species because they 
 colonise open areas very quickly.
•  Their flowers are catkins which can stand up or 
 hang down from the twig.
•  In the past, bundles of birch twigs were used for 
 corporal punishment- but not in New Lanark!

•  The eLder is a small bushy tree common in 
 woodlands and hedgerows.
•  In spring, elders are covered in tiny white flowers 
 which grow into purple elderberries later in the year.
•  Elderberries can be used to make Elderflower tea, 
 cordial and wine.

•  Mature eLms can grow to over 30m tall and produce a strong, durable wood.
•  Elm flowers look like petals and are red / purple in colour.
•  Elms have almost disappeared in the UK due to Dutch Elm Disease.

•  GoAt WiLLoW is the most common willow in the UK.
•  Their flowers are catkins, which are cylinder shaped 
 with white fluff and stand upright on the twigs.
•  Goat willows can be nicknamed ‘pussy willows’ 
 because some of their flowers resemble cats’ paws.

•  hAWthorN is a small tree that is commonly found in hedgerows.
•  Hawthorns have small white or pink flowers called May Blossom 
 that grow into dark red berries called haws.
•  Hawthorns provide important shelter for birds and the leaves and 
 fruit are eaten by insects, birds and small mammals. 

• hAzeL trees and shrubs grow 
 under the canopy of other 
 woodland trees.
•  Hazel flowers are catkins which 
 may develop into hazel nuts, 
 although squirrels often eat them 
 before they ripen.
•  Hazel is a very flexible wood which 
 can be used for thatching 
 and weaving.

•  LArch is a quick growing tree 
 often planted for its timber.
•  Larch flowers develop into cones. 
•  Larch is unusual because it is a 
 deciduous conifer that loses its needles.

•  Lime trees are generally tall and can grow to around 45m in height.
•  They have clusters of yellow-white flowers that hang from a structure called a bract.
•  Avenues of limes, like the ones on the School Path, were commonly planted in the 17th and 18th centuries.

•  NorWAy spruce is a very fast growing tree 
 which can reach 20-30m.
•  They produce tapered cones that hang from 
 the branches.
•  Norway Spruce trees are commonly used as 
 Christmas trees.

•  oAk trees are a symbol of strength and endurance 
 and can live to over 500 years old!
• Oak flowers can develop in to acorns.
•  Acorns are an important food source for birds 
 and  small mammals.

•  roWANs are small trees, but very 
 distinctive.
•  Rowans have clusters of bright red berries 
 in the Autumn.
•  Rowan berries have a bitter taste and can be 
 used to make jellies, jams and teas.

•  scots piNe is one of the UK’s three native conifers. 
 It grows slowly and produces a good quality, hard timber.
•  Its flowers can develop into pine cones. 
•  The oldest Scots Pine known in Scotland is about 550 years old!

•  sycAmore is a very adaptable tree but some
 people regard it as a weed because it is not native  
 and can crowd out native trees.
•  Sycamores have winged seeds that are often 
 called helicopters.
•  Sycamore trees were popular because they
 provide lots of shade.
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