
GET OUTSIDE AND GET REPORTING

There are loads of interesting and inspiring things to 
discover and record about the walks, the heritage and 
green spaces of your local town. Use some of this handy 
advice and start to  citizen report what matters to you in 
your area. 

MAKE YOUR WAY

DO YOU  
CITIZEN REPORT?

MAKE YOUR WAY

MAKE YOUR WAY

In Autumn 2016 through to Summer 2017, the Clyde and Avon 
Valley was awash with excitement and intrigue. Make Your Way 
invited people to appreciate the abundance of heritage in the area 
while developing new attitudes to utilising local trails and active 
ways of moving around. 

STAY SOCIAL
Keep up to date with further projects and share your ideas online: 
#MakeYourWay       Clyde and Avon Valley Landscape Partnership                                        
     ClydeAvonValley     clydeavonvalley  

HOT TIPS FOR HOT CONTENT

Always hold your phone, landscape, this ensures that the 
videos fill the entire screen! 

Make it personal - the more your personality shines through 
in a video the more interesting it will be!

Keep it charged - taking video can run through your battery 
really quickly so remember your charger!

Practice makes perfect - try making stories and practicing 
your skills!

Editing can be fun, there are loads of free editing apps 
about for iphone and android and most are really easy
to use!

Permissions: When you are featuring people in your 
videos you need to ensure you have the right permission. 
Get your subject to fill in a permissions form or record a clip 
to camera giving their consent.

Check out www.mediatrust.org/get-support for more 
information on how to obtain the right permissions for 
your videos.

REPORT IT FORWARD 

Access the instructions online at 
www.clydeandavonvalley.org/make-your-way 

Citizen journalism or social reporting is the  
use of social media and other online tools to 
publish photographs, video, audio and 
commentary on current affairs and / or 
specific events from the perspective of 
reporter. 

It offers an independent or alternative 
perspective from mainstream media often 
from a more localised and community point 
of view.

Join people across Carluke, Glassford, 
Larkhall, Lanark and Stonehouse to share 
your stories with your community. 

Skills Involved:      Editing
                     Recording
                     Reporting
                     Social Media  

 



STEP 1: PICK YOUR TOPIC

 

You don’t need expensive or bulky equipment to be a 
citizen journalist, that’s the whole point. It doesn’t 
take much to turn your smartphone into the Swiss 
Army Knife of media making. 

You already have most of what you need!

Selfie sticks - the social reporters best friend. They 
are cheap and almost everyone has one somewhere. 
Using a selfie stick will allow you to steady your 
phone / camera when taking videos.

Handsfree headphones - all phones come with these, 
you might have to find and untangle them from the 
bottom of a drawer but this is a great way to cut out 
background noise in audio commentary.

 
STEP 4: CHOOSE YOUR PLATFORM

Twitter and Facebook and Instagram, oh my!

There are lots of great ways to share your stories with 
the world, and the choice is completely up to you. 
Choose the platform that you are most comfortable with!

The main thing to remember when posting is to tag the 
people your are with, what you are reporting on and the 
organisation or event that you are at - this way everyone 
will be able to see what you have to say! 

STEP 3: PLAN AND RECORD YOUR CONTENT

You can record great videos with little or no editing – it is 
all down to the preparation that you do before you turn 
your camera on. 

1.Check that your phone is fully charged, has enough 
memory for recording (video files can be large) and that 
you are in airplane mode – incoming calls and texts can 
ruin a great video!

2. Select your background – ensure that the person 
and/or object you are filming is positioned correctly, with 
no distracting backgrounds. Detail shots of logos and 
people enjoying themselves make great ‘cut away’ shots.

3. Listen. Are there any distracting sounds (loudspeakers, 
humming of a fan, shoes clicking on a floor) – poor 
sound can make a video unusable. Use a microphone 
where possible - you can get a cheap plug in mic for 
about a fiver!

Remember to not talk, nod or hmm (even if it is in 
agreement!) during an interview, you may be really 
interested in what they have to say but you need to focus 
on the camera work and making sure you can capture it 
without any strange sounds from behind 
the camera.

There are always a variety of events and activities 
taking place in the Clyde and Avon Valley area that 
would allow you to perfect your journalism skills. 
Before you can start reporting, you need to think 
about what you intend to cover, this can seem 
daunting, however, a citizen journalist often works 
with what exists already: 

Take a walk ...Check out the trails at 
www.clydeandavonvalley.org/explore

Attend an event by checking 
www.clydeandavonvalley.org/join-in

Arrange an interview.

Or simply report what you love about your town!

STEP 2: PICK YOUR EQUIPMENT

In Autumn 2016 through to Summer 2017, the Clyde and Avon 
Valley was awash with excitement and intrigue. Make Your Way 
invited people to appreciate the abundance of heritage in the area 
while developing new attitudes to utilising local trails and active 
ways of moving around. 

STAY SOCIAL
Keep up to date with further projects and share your ideas online: 
#MakeYourWay       Clyde and Avon Valley Landscape Partnership                                        
     ClydeAvonValley     clydeavonvalley  

STEP 5: REMEMBER TO #MakeYourWay

The golden rule of citizen journalism is to link your content
back to the project or event that you are reporting about. 
The most effective way to do this is to use effective 
hashtags - even if you are using #Lanark or #scotland - the 
more effective your use of hashtags the more attention it 
will get and that is the aim of the game!


